
DPI-410 The Politics of Development

Gautam Nair

Spring 2024

Teaching Team

Instructor: Gautam Nair

Logistics

The class meets twice weekly on Wednesdays and Thursdays in Wexner 436 from 1:30
PM-2:45 PM.

Eligibility

Only students currently enrolled in the Master in Public Administration in International
Development (MPA/ID) may take this course. Auditors are not permitted.

Course Overview

This course is a broad-gauged introduction to the political economy of development. The
thesis of this course is that the distribution of political power and the way it is exercised
through institutions and organizations fundamentally shapes the economic development
of societies and the freedom of its members.

We make three principal arguments. First, all human societies face a common set
of challenges that can block the path to prosperity, which we will term “coordination,”
“cooperation,” and “commitment.” Second, institutions and organizations help to solve
these challenges, and among the most important such organizations are effective states
and strong political parties. Third, policy analysis without political analysis is incomplete.

Because political solutions are always imperfect, contingent, and context-specific, we
use analytical lenses, empirical evidence, and contextual knowledge to determine if a pol-
icy is likely to be feasible, correct, and sustainable from a political perspective. We eval-
uate problems and theories using three principal lenses: the “materialist” (encompassing
factors like geography, the distribution of economic resources, and coercive power); the
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“institutionalist” (focusing on the the relevant “rules of the game” such as the type of
electoral system); and the “cultural” (emphasizing beliefs, norms, and values). We try
to understand the type of functional challenge that a policy might solve; the relevant
actors, their preferences, and their political strategies; the coalitions and bargains that
might emerge; and how the distribution of material resources, the institutional environ-
ment, and norms, values, and beliefs shape the outcome of political contests. The goal is
to develop analytical frameworks and empirical evidence on politics and its influence on
development that can be adapted to a variety of policy-making contexts.

The topics covered include collective action; the development of states and state ca-
pacity; the impact of colonialism and imperialism; democratic competition; the politics
of inequality and exclusion; corruption and accountability; political clientelism; parties
and their influence on growth; special interest and business politics; the functioning of
authoritarian regimes; conflict and the international system; ideas, reform, and politi-
cal entrepreneurship; the politics of climate change and environment, and the future of
democracy and development.

Course Requirements and Grading

The core requirement for this course is that you do the assigned reading carefully and
come prepared to discuss it in class. Class participation will account for 20% of your
grade. I may both cold-call and warm-call (i.e. write to you in advance to indicate
that I will call on you to share your thoughts on the subject of the class). While the
material is fascinating and you will all usually participate enthusiastically, I know that
life sometimes comes in the way and you can write to me up to 2 times in the semester in
advance of the class meeting to state that you would not like to be called upon. You may
also post discussion questions on Canvas by 12:00 PM on the day of the class meeting
and these will be treated equivalently to participation in class.

The second part of your grade (30%) comes from 3 short essays of no more than 2-3
pages that are due by 9:00 AM EST the morning of a class period you have signed up
for. You are not permitted to sign up to write a reading response on the same day as
your presentation. Summaries should be kept to a minimum, and the responses should
instead synthesize, critique, and extend. What are the key strengths of the article or
extract? What is missing or inconsistent in the theory or evidence? How does it apply
(or fail to apply) to a context or policy domain you know well? Etc. Responses need not
discuss all the readings for a given day and can focus on a subset or even just one.

There will also be two “review assignments” (20%) that will be an opportunity
to reflect on and synthesize some of the issues that we will cover in the course. The
assignment will be sent to about a week before the due date. This will be an open-book,
but individual exercise. No collaboration is allowed.

The final requirement of the class is a 20 page final paper on a topic related to
the politics of development (40%). This project must incorporate: engagement with a

2



political theme, group participation, a framework for analysis, and quantitative data. For
the purposes of this class, I will define “political” broadly. You might examine the conse-
quences of a trade or industrial policy, the effectiveness of courts in policy-making, how
developing countries respond to industrial policy in the West, or how automation and
trade are affecting the political preferences of service-sector workers. The project can also
be forward-looking i.e. a data and theory-informed analysis of the future consequences
of a trend or policy change. Group participation means that the minimum group size
should be two and the maximum should be five. Larger groups are not penalized (and
are in fact slightly rewarded). Finally, the project must include an organizing framework
(what is important, what is not, who the key players are, what they want, their strategies,
etc.), and quantitative data. These data can be analyzed in any way you want. Some of
the most illuminating insights come from scatterplots or simple tabulations (see Robert
Dahl 1957 or Amartya Sen 1981). But you should be clear about the type of analysis
(descriptive, observational, experimental etc.) you are conducting and what its limits are.

This project has a few complementary goals. First, you will have the opportunity
to apply some of the key lessons of the class to new domains, while also utilizing the
quantitative tools that you have acquired in your other core classes. Second, you will get
to know your colleagues better and gain additional experience in working in teams in
an environment of ambiguity that reflects the fuzzy issues of the real world. Finally, the
hope is that your collective brainpower and accomplishments can be harnessed to tackle
important problems and generate new ideas. Some examples of successful projects will
be posted to Canvas.

To summarize the key requirements and grade breakdown:

• 20% class participation and attendance

• 30% three reading responses (sign up in advance on Canvas for particular days;
changing days after sign-ups are complete will attract a grade penalty to ensure
workload management for the teaching team). These are due at 9:00 AM the morn-
ing of the class period you have selected.

• 20% two review assignments (Friday, March 1 at 9:00 AM EST and Thursday, April
11 at 10:00 AM EST)

• 40% research project.

– 5% 2 page proposal (due Monday, February 12 at 9:00 AM EST).

– 10% 10 page interim analysis (due Tuesday, March 26 at 9:00 AM EST).

– 20% 20 page paper (due Wednesday, May 1 at 12:00 PM EST).

– 2.5% replication code and analysis (due Wednesday, May 1 at 12:00 PM EST).

– 2.5% peer grade and group participation (0.5 bonus point for each additional
group member).
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Academic Integrity

You are required to follow the Kennedy School’s policies regarding academic honesty.
More information about these policies is available on KNet. Please contact me with any
questions.

Use of AI

You are not permitted to use AI for your review assignments. You are strongly discour-
aged from using Chat GPT or other AIs for your reading responses (the idea is to do some
genuine reflection and thinking). If you do use an AI, you must disclose this at the top
of your assignment, include your prompts and AI output, and you will receive a 25%
point deduction. Use of AI is permitted for your research project and you are especially
encouraged to use it to write your analysis code.

Email Policy

Anything that requires substantial back-and-forth should be covered in office hours. If a
brief response is likely to suffice, please send me an email. You can typically expect to get
a response to your email within 24 hours during weekdays and normal business hours
(i.e. 8:30 AM-6:00 PM).

Feedback

You can leave anonymous feedback of any kind at the the following link:

https://harvard.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9sjSCzVmck7l7F4

I appreciate any and all comments, criticisms, and suggestions. Giving us your feed-
back will help us make adjustments to the course as we go along and we appreciate your
taking the time to provide your suggestions.

Readings

Each week we will read several articles and selections from books. There are compulsory
readings that are marked with a ⋆. The remaining selections are optional (though you
are encouraged to read further if inclined). In addition, there are a few books that we
will read larger selections from than we are allowed to put on Canvas due to copyright
restrictions. These are:

• Fukuyama, Francis. Political Order and Political Decay, 2015.

4

https://harvard.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9sjSCzVmck7l7F4


• Bates, Robert. States and Markets in Tropical Africa, 1981. Also available through
HOLLIS.

• Bueno de Mesquita, Ethan. Political Economy for Public Policy, 2016. Available
through HOLLIS.

• Kelkar, Vijay and Shah, Ajay. In Service of the Republic: The Art and Science of Eco-
nomic Policy. Penguin Allen Lane, 2019.

These books will also be on order at the bookstore, with the exception of Kelkar and
Shah, which is available on Amazon. Another textbook that may come in handy is:

• Shepsle, Kenneth. Analyzing Politics, 2010.

Schedule

Note: the schedule and readings are subject to minor revisions.

1 Collective Action and the State

1.1 Why Politics Matters for Development (#1 Wednesday, January 24)

In this class, we discuss why politics is central to development and why political analysis is impor-
tant in policy analysis. We then set out the approach of the course, identifying some key markers
of political development, including a strong state and accountable government; evaluating prob-
lems through a materialist, institutionalist, and cultural lens; assessing collective dilemmas that
institutions and organizations can help to solve (problems of coordination, cooperation and com-
mitment); understanding why such institutions might fail (weak capacity, agency problems, ex-
clusion, and capture); and analyzing how reforms might make the political system more inclusive,
responsive, and efficient.

• Fukuyama, Francis.⋆ The Origins of Political Order 2011, Chapter 1.

• Ofusu, George.⋆ “Do Fairer Elections Increase the Responsiveness of Politicians?”
American Political Science Review, 2019, p.963-965, and Tables 1-3.

• Fujiwara, Thomas.⋆ “Voting Technology, Political Responsiveness, and Infant
health: Evidence from Brazil” Econometrica, 2015, p.423, Figure 1, p.432-433, Tables
I-V, and p.461.

• World Bank Group. World Development Report: Governance and the Law, 2017, p.1-32.

• Nair Gautam and Kyle Peyton. “Building Mass Support for Global Pan-
demic Recovery Efforts in the United States” HKS Faculty Working Paper Series,
https://ssrn.com/abstract=4023651, 2022.
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1.2 Coordination, Culture, and Norms (#2 Thursday, January 25)

Coordination problems are one set of dilemmas that human beings face. Social norms and culture
help to mitigate these dilemmas and we live most of our lives conforming to such norms. How-
ever, the self-enforcing nature of norms means that they resist change even when producing bad
outcomes. We study the pioneering efforts of Tostan, a Senegalese NGO, in ending the practice of
female genital cutting. Please note, this material may be disturbing for some; please write to the
instructor, copying the CA/TFs, if you require an absence (you may then attend the first half of the
class prior to the case discussion).

• Patrica Garcia-Rios and Archon Fung.⋆ Female Genital Cutting: Confronting the Power
of Tradition in Senegal. HKS Case, 2015. See trigger warning below.

• Bueno de Mesquita, Ethan.⋆ Political Economy for Public Policy, 2016, Chapter 5.

• Mackie, Gerrie.⋆ “Ending Footbinding and Infibulation: A Convention Account”
American Sociological Review, 1996. See trigger warning below.

• Fukuyama, Francis. The Origins of Political Order 2011, Chapter 2 , 3, and 4.

1.3 Commitment and Conflict (#3 Wednesday, January 31)

A key barrier to development is the absence of peace. Although violence is the exception rather
than the rule, it often looms in the background and is difficult to end (as the long-running nature
of civil wars and insurgencies attests). We examine the problem of violence through the lens of the
commitment problem, which is widely applicable to a host of political issues.

• Bueno de Mesquita, Ethan⋆. Political Economy for Public Policy, 2016, Chapter 6.

• Fearon, James.⋆ “Civil War and the Current International System” Daedalus, 2017.

• Fukuyama, Francis.⋆ Political Order and Political Decay 2014, Chapter 2.

• Blattman, Chris. Why We Fight, 2017, especially Chapter 5, Introduction, Chapter 2.
Available through HOLLIS.

• Schelling, Thomas C. “Chapter 8: The Threat That Leaves Something to Chance”
In The Strategy of Conflict, Harvard University Press, 1970.

• Acemoglu, Daron and James Robinson. “Inefficient Redistribution” American Po-
litical Science Review, 2001.

• World Bank Group. World Development Report: Governance and the Law, 2017, Chap-
ter 4, Governance and Security.
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1.4 Cooperation and the State (#4 Thursday, February 1)

One function of states is to monopolize violence. Another is to provide public goods and third-party
enforcement when individuals have incentives to free-ride. We discuss the violent origins of states,
what these origins mean for development policy, how we would measure state effectiveness, and the
conditions under which elites invest in state-building. Some countries in East Asia, notably South
Korea and Taiwan, seem to have followed a policy of import substitution industrialization with far
greater success than much of the developing world. Can more capable, autonomous, but embedded
state bureaucracies explain this divergence? Are these in turn the byproduct of extractive colonial-
era regimes?

• Bueno de Mesquita, Ethan.⋆ Political Economy for Public Policy, 2016, Chapter 4 In-
troduction, 4.1, 4.4.

• Fukuyama, Francis.⋆ Political Order and Political Decay 2014, Chapter 3, 4, and 23
(“The Strong Asian State”).

• Kohli, Atul. Where do high growth political economies come from? The Japanese
lineage of Korea’s “developmental state.” World Development, 1994.

• Haggard, Stephen, David Kang, and Chung-In Moon. Japanese colonialism and
Korean development: A critique” World Development, 1997.

• Wade, Robert. “East Asia’s Economic Success: Conflicting Perspectives, Partial In-
sights, Shaky Evidence.” World Politics, 1991.

• Devesh Kapur. “Why Does the Indian State Both Fail and Succeed?” Journal of Eco-
nomic Perspectives, 2020.

• Besley, Timothy, and Torsten Persson. “The causes and consequences of develop-
ment clusters: State capacity, peace, and income.” Annual Review of Economics, 2014.

• Fukuyama, Francis. The Origins of Political Order 2011, Chapter 5.

• Bardhan, Pranab.“State and Development: The Need for a Reappraisal of the Cur-
rent Literature.” Journal of Economic Literature, 2020.

• Evans, Peter, Evelyne Huber, and John D. Stephens.“The Political Foundations of
State Effectiveness.” States in the Developing World, 2017.

• Noel D. Johnson and Mark Koyama.“States and Economic Growth: Capacity and
Constraints.” Explorations in Economic History, 2017

• Sanchez de la Sierra, Raul. “On the Origins of the State: Stationary Bandits and
Taxation in Eastern Congo” Journal of Political Economy, 2020.
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1.5 Colonialism and Imperialism (#5 Wednesday, February 7)

Effective states are critical to ensuring peace and the provision of public goods. But they can
also facilitate coercion and domination. In this class we study the consequences of early state
development in Europe on the rest of the world through its impacts at the time and its long-term
colonial legacies, including incapable states, unaccountable governments, and weak rule of law.

• Fukuyama, Francis.⋆ Political Order and Political Decay 2011, p.240-312.

• Mamdani, Mahmood.⋆ “Indirect Rule, Civil Society, and Ethnicity: the African
Dilemma.” Social Justice, 1996.

• Michalopoulos, Stelios and Elias Papaioannou. “The Long-run Effects of the
Scramble for Africa” American Economic Review, 2016.

• Getachew, Adom. Worldmaking after Empire, Princeton University Press, 2019, pp.
1-36.

• Olúfémi Táı́wò.How Colonialism Preempted Modernity in Africa, Indiana University
Press, 2010, Introduction.

• Bhavnani, Rikhil, and Saumitra Jha. “Gandhi’s Gift: Lessons for peaceful reform
from India’s struggle for democracy.” The Economics of Peace and Security Journal,
2014.

• Kohli, Atul. Imperialism and the Developing World, 2020, p.1-18 and 388-426.

• Herbst, Jeffrey. “War and the State in Africa.” International Security, 1990.

1.6 Unaccountable Government and the Logic of Collective Action (#6
Thursday, February 8)

Collective action in the political arena can be like a public good: individuals and groups might
benefit from a policy even if they did not pay the costs of mobilizing to get it. Larger groups,
Mancur Olson argued, would be more subject to such free-rider problems. Concentrated interests
will thus win out over the more diffuse, numerous interests, particularly when institutions do
not reward politicians who cater to broader (and presumably more numerous interests). Bates
illustrates this logic to explain inefficient policy and slow growth in parts of post-colonial Africa,
and why democracy might have contributed to superior outcomes. Elections are one means of
ensuring that government is accountable and responsible to its citizens. Yet, we should perhaps
still have modest expectations of what democracy can deliver.

• Olson, Mancur.⋆ The Rise and Decline of Nations, 1971, Chapter 2 (and Chapter 3 if
you have time).

• Bates, Robert H.⋆ States and Markets in Tropical Africa, 1981, p.1-44, 76-77, 95, and
119-147.
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• Przeworski, Adam.⋆ “Minimalist Conception of Democracy: A Defense.” In Democ-
racy’s Value, edited by Ian Shapiro and Casiano Hacker Cordon, 1999.

• Bueno de Mesquita, Ethan. Political Economy for Public Policy, 2016, Chapter 11
Introduction, 11.1.

• Acemoglu, Daron, et al. “Democracy Does Cause Growth.” Journal of Political Econ-
omy, 2019.

• Fukuyama, Francis. Political Order and Political Decay 2014, p.400-451.

• Shepsle, Kenneth. Analyzing Politics, 2010, Chapter 4.

2 Accountable Government and the Rule of Law

We use the median voter theory to explore democracy’s implications for representation, inequality,
and redistribution. The stylized framework of Meltzer and Richard helps to explain some common
tendencies of democracies, but the broader institutional and political context might place limits on
how far democracies will go in delivering economic equality. We also discuss the logic of “pivots”
and the divide the dollar game and relevant lessons for would-be policy entrepreneurs.

2.1 Representation: The Median Voter, Inequality, and Redistribution
(#7 Wednesday, February 14)

• Meltzer, Allan H. and Scott F. Richard.⋆ “A Rational Theory of the Size of Govern-
ment.” Journal of Political Economy, 1981.

• Graetz, Michael and Shapiro Ian.⋆ The Wolf at the Door: The Menace of Economic
Insecurity and How to Fight It, 2020, Chapter 2.

• Krehbiel, Keith.“Pivots.” In Oxford Handbook of Political Economy, eds. Barry Wein-
gast and Donald Wittman, New York: Oxford University Press, 2006.

• Albertus, Michael and Victor Menaldo. “Gaming Democracy.” British Journal of
Political Science, 2018.

• Shepsle, Kenneth. Analyzing Politics, 2010, Chapter 5.

2.2 Exclusion: The Political Economy of Gender Inequality (#8 Thurs-
day, February 15)

This class discusses political exclusion, by focusing on one of its enduring manifestations: rep-
resentation on the basis of gender. We examine the material (production technologies), institu-
tional (electoral rules), and cultural origins (social norms) of the unequal representation of women,
thereby illustrating why we need to incorporates all these elements in diagnosing policy problems.
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• Iversen, Torben and Rosenbluth, Frances McCall⋆. Women, Work, and Power: The
Political Economy of Gender Inequality, 2010, Chapter 1 (the whole book is worth a
read)

• Iversen, Torben and Rosenbluth, Frances McCall⋆. “The political economy of gen-
der: Explaining cross-national variation in the gender division of labor and the gen-
der voting gap.” American Journal of Political Science, 2006.

• Beaman, Lori; Duflo, Esther; Pande, Rohini; Topalova, Petia. “Female Leadership
Raises Aspirations and Educational Attainment for Girls: A Policy Experiment in
India.” Science, 12 Jan 2012, Vol 335, Issue 6068, pp. 582-586.

• Heath, Rachel and Mushfiq Mobarak. Manufacturing Growth and the Lives of
Bangladeshi Women. Journal of Development Economics, 2015.

• American Political Science Association. “Comparative Politics Newsletter,” APSA
Comparative Politics Section, Vol 32, No. 2, December 2022.

2.3 Clientelism (#9 Wednesday, February 21)

Clientelism–the distribution of scarce resources on the basis of non-public and political criteria–
can corrode both economic growth and democratic accountability. How would we know clientelism
when we see it? How can we incorporate these criteria into devising “technically correct” policies?
What are some pathways towards programmatic politics?

• Fukuyama, Francis.⋆ Political Order and Political Decay⋆ 2014, Chapter 5.

• Stokes, Susan, et al.⋆ Brokers, Voters, and Clientelism, 2013, p. 3-26 and p.245-260.

• World Bank Group. World Development Report: Governance and the Law, 2017, Chap-
ter 5 and Chapter 6.

• Blattman, Christopher, Horacio Larreguy, Benjamin Marx and Otis R. Reid. “Eat
Widely, Vote Wisely? Lessons from a Campaign Against Vote Buying in Uganda,
NBER Working Paper, 2019.

• Lizzeri, Alessandro and Nicola Persico. “Why did the Elites Extend the Suffrage?
Democracy and the Scope of Government, with an Application to Britain’s ‘Age of
Reform’.” Quarterly Journal of Economics, 2004.

• Cruz, Cesi, Philip Keefer, Julien Labonne, and Francesco Trebbi. “Making Policies
Matter: Voter Responses to Campaign Promises, NBER Working Paper, 2018.

2.4 Capture: Oligarchy and the Postcommunist Transition (#10 Thurs-
day, February 22)

Policies have unintended consequences. We use the Postcommunist transition to illustrate how
seemingly well-designed economic reforms might lead to capture by powerful incumbents that
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block subsequent reforms. We also discuss how this shaped the development of Russia’s oligarchy
and Putin’s rise. Time permitting, we discuss gentler forms of regulatory capture and what can be
done to avoid it.

• Hellman, Joel.⋆ “Winners Take All: The Politics of Partial Reform in Postcommunist
Transitions” World Politics, 1998.

• Szakonyi, David. “Businesspeople in elected office: Identifying Private Benefits
from Firm-level Returns.” American Political Science Review, 2018.

• Documentary: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oLNKqbwec0s

• Gustafson, Thane. Wheel of Fortune: The Battle for Oil and Power in Russia, 2017,
Chapter 6.

• Darwisha, Karen. Putin’s Kleptocracy: Who Owns Russia?, 2015, Chapter 1.

• Aslund, Anders. Russia’s Crony Capitalism, 2020, Conclusion.

• Dal Bo, Ernesto. “Regulatory Capture: A Review.” Oxford Review of Economic Policy,
2006.

• Kang, David D “Transaction Costs and Crony Capitalism in East Asia.” Comparative
Politics, 2003.

• Doner, Richard and Ben Ross Schneider. “Business Associations and Economic
Development: Why Some Associations Contribute More Than Others.” Business and
Politics, 2000.

2.5 Corruption, Agency, and Democratic Accountability (#11 Wednes-
day, February 28)

Governments help to solve collective action problems. But the old problems of coordination, coop-
eration, and commitment are replaced with a new agency problem since politicians’ types are only
imperfectly observed, creating slack for corruption and theft. Brazil’s Lava Jato scandal uncovered
a vast web of bribery and corruption across Latin America. Did it succeed moving Brazil to a
new equilibrium? What were the costs of the investigation? What are the trade-offs developing
countries face in tackling entrenched corruption and establishing the rule of law?

• HKS Case: Brazil’s Democracy after Operation Car Wash.⋆

• Doner, Richard and Ben Ross Schneider.⋆ “The middle-income trap: More politics
than economics.” World Politics, 2016.

• Ferraz, Claudio and Federico Finan. Electoral Accountability and Corruption: Evi-
dence from the Audits of Local Governments. American Economic Review, 2011.
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• Ferraz, Claudio and Federico Finan. Exposing Corrupt Politicians: The Effects of
Brazil’s Publicly Released Audits on Electoral Outcomes. Quarterly Journal of Eco-
nomics, 2008.

• Svensson, Jakob. “Eight Questions about Corruption.” Journal of Economic Perspec-
tives, 2005.

2.6 Political Parties and Growth (#12 Thursday, February 29)

Nobody likes political parties. But in this discussion, I want to convince you that you should be
skeptical that more “direct” and “participatory” democracy is inevitably better, that parties serve
essential functions, and that strong parties are necessary for both development and democracy.
This lesson is in the “if there is one thing I want you to take away from this course...” category.

• Bizarro, Fernando, et al.⋆ “Party Strength and Economic Growth.” World Politics,
2018.

• Hix Simon, Abdel Noury, and Gerard Roland.⋆ Democratic Politics in the European
Union, 2007, Chapter 2.1, 2.2, 2.3

• Cox, Gary W., and Mathew D. McCubbins. ”Legislative Leviathan: Party Govern-
ment in the House.” Chapters 4 and 5. Cambridge University Press, 2007.

• Weber, Max. ”Politics as a Vocation.” In H.H. Gerth and C. Wright Mills, From Max
Weber: Essays in Sociology. New York: Oxford University Press, 1946.

• Booth Chapman, Emilee. ”Realism and Responsible Parties.” American Political Sci-
ence Review, 2022.

• Lohmann, Susanne. ”Representative Government and Special Interest Politics: (We
Have Met the Enemy and He is Us).” Journal of Theoretical Politics, 2003.

2.7 Culture, Social Capital, and the Performance of Government (#13
Wednesday, March 6)

In tackling problems of responsiveness, exclusion, clientelism, corruption, and capture, policymak-
ers often focus on “best-practice” institutions. But the same institutional designs often perform
very differently in different contexts. Robert Putnam (a former HKS dean), examines these issues
in one of the most cited works in all of social science. Systematically measuring institutional per-
formance across Italy’s regions, he argues that this variation is best explained by prior, deep-rooted
differences in “social capital” and civic community. Does the evidence support the theory and
should the building of social capital and civil society be a policy objective for development policy?

• Fukuyama, Francis.⋆ Political Order and Political Decay 2014, p.108-125.

• Putnam, Robert D.⋆ Making Democracy Work: Civic Traditions in Modern Italy, 1993,
pages 1-16 and 83-120 (esp p.83-91 and p.114-116, and tables and figures in Chapter
4).
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• Avdeenko, Alexandra, Michael Gilligan. “International Interventions to Build So-
cial Capital: Evidence from a Field Experiment in Sudan.” American Political Science
Review, 2015.

• Acemoglu, Daron and James A. Robinson. The Narrow Corridor, 2020, pages 1-33.

2.8 Responsiveness and Development in China (#14 Thursday, March
7)

We have spent several classes talking about accountable government and elections as a means of
getting there. How has China grown so rapidly despite its an authoritarian government? What
lessons can other countries draw from China’s experience? Does China’s system have a degree of
responsiveness even in the absence of elections?

• Hsieh, Chang-Tai.⋆ “Crony Capitalism with Chinese Characteristics.” See video at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u8UEzVfspLs

• Dickson, Bruce.⋆ The Party and the People, 2021, Introduction, Chapter 1, and Chap-
ter 2.

• Qian, Yingyi.⋆ How Reform Worked in China, p.17-60, 2002.

• Fukuyama, Francis. The Origins of Political Order 2011, Chapters 6-9, and Chapter
20.

• Hsieh, Chang-Tai. “Two Strong Hands: China’s Vision for the Private Sector.” See
video at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YngVgVpclF0

3 Political Analysis and Political Entrepreneurship

3.1 Political Analysis of Policy (#15 Wednesday, March 20)

In the next two classes, we shift our focus to policy analysis and political change. We ask: under
what conditions is policy change possible? What are the tools that political entrepreneurs use to
make change? How can organization, persuasion, and institutional power be used to overcome
disparities in material power and resources? We look at one instance–Britain’s campaign against
the trade in enslaved people–to illustrate some of these insights (suspend disbelief that it wasn’t all
cynical self-interest for some time and then feel free to reactivate your skepticism).

• Jha, Saumitra.⋆ “Analyzing Political Risks in Developing Countries: A Practical
Framework for Project Managers” Business and Politics, 2013.

• Pearson, Meredith and Jose Gomez-Ibanez.⋆ “Capitalization: The Politics of Priva-
tization in Bolivia” HKS Case, 1998.
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• Chaim Kaufmann and Robert Pape.⋆ “Explaining costly international moral action:
Britain’s sixty-year campaign against the Atlantic slave trade.” International Organi-
zation, 1999.

• World Bank Group.⋆ World Development Report: Governance and the Law, 2017, p.12-
28 (Part III is recommended).

• Nickson, Andrew, and Claudia Vargas. “The limitations of water regulation: The
failure of the Cochabamba concession in Bolivia.” Bulletin of Latin American Research,
2002.

• Khan, Mushtaq H. “Political settlements and the analysis of institutions” African
Affairs, 2018.

3.2 Organizing for Change (#16 Thursday, March 21)

In this class, we examine the efforts of the transparency and “Right to Information” movement in
India. How did the movement achieve unlikely successes? What are its limits?

• Krishnamurthy, Pratibha and Kenneth Winston.⋆ “Aruna Roy and the Birth of the
People’s Movement in India” HKS Case, 2009.

• Gaventa, John.⋆ “Finding the Spaces for Change: A Power Analysis” IDS Bulletin,
2006.

• Gaventa, John.⋆ Power and Powerlessness: Quiescence and Rebellion in an Appalachian
Valley, 1982. Chapter 1.

• Dunning, Thad, et al. Voter information Campaigns and Political Accountability:
Cumulative Findings from a Preregistered Meta-analysis of Coordinated Trials. Sci-
ence Advances, 2019.

• Hirschmann, Albert O. Exit, Voice, and Loyalty, 1970. Highly recommended: espe-
cially chapters 1, 2, 3, and 9.

• Shepsle, Kenneth A. “Losers in Politics (And How They Sometimes Become Win-
ners): William Riker’s Heresthetic” Perspectives on Politics, 2003.

3.3 Building Peace (#17 Wednesday, March 27)

Early in the course, we discussed the commitment problem as a central barrier to the peaceful
resolution of civil conflicts. We discuss Colombia’s long-running conflict and the negotiations
that led to an agreement among the combatants. What were the origins of the conflict? What were
some of the key barriers to its resolution? How was an agreement reached? What is its future?

• Patricia Garcia-Rios.⋆ “The Colombia Peace Process”, HKS-SLATE, 2017.
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3.4 Technology and the Politics of Development (#18 Thursday, March
28)

Is technological progress compatible with democracy? Can technology reduce problems of exclu-
sion, clientelism, capture, and corruption? What are the tradeoffs?

• Weyl, Glen, Audrey Tang, and Community. Plurality: The Future of Collaborative
Technology and Democracy. Introduction, Chapter 1, Chapter 2, and Section 7. Avail-
able online: https://www.plurality.net/chapters/

• Daniel Goldberg and David Eaves. “Aadhaar: India’s Big Experiment with Unique
Identification,” HKS Case 2173, 2018.

• Boix, Carles. Democratic Capitalism at the Crossroads, 2019, Introduction, Chapter 2,
and Chapter 3 (available on HOLLIS.

• Boix, Carles. “AI and the Economic and Informational Foundations of Democracy”
in The Oxford Handbook of AI Governance, 2023.

• Beraja, Martin, Andrew Kao, David Y. Yang, Noam Yuchtman. “AI-tocracy”, Work-
ing Paper, 2023.

• Copestake, Alexander, Max Marczinek, Ashley Pople, and Katherine Stapleton.
“AI and Services-Led Growth: Evidence from Indian Job Adverts,” STEG Working
Paper, 2023.

• Helbing, Dirk et al. “Will Democracy Survive Big Data and Artificial Intelligence?”
Scientific American, 2017

• Koster, Raphael et al.“Human-centred mechanism design with Democratic AI.” Na-
ture Human Behavior, 2022.

• Siddharth, Divya, Daron Acemoglu, Danielle Allen, Kate Crawford, James Evans,
Michael Jordan, E. Glen Weyl “How AI Fails Us,” Justice, Health, and Democracy
Impact Initiative and Carr Center for Human Rights Policy, 2021.

• Risse, Matthias. “Artificial Intelligence and the Past, Present, and Future of Democ-
racy” in HKS Carr Center Working Paper Series, 2021.

4 International Politics: Trade, Finance, and the Environ-
ment

4.1 Confronting Pollution and Climate Change I (#19 Wednesday,
April 3)

How should policy respond to the urgent challenge of a warming world? What are the best policies
from an economic perspective? Are these the best policies from a political perspective?
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• Vincent Pons, Amram Migdal, and Mike Lynch.⋆ “Climate Change: Paris, and the
Road Ahead” HBS Case, 2022.

• Meckling, Jonas, and Valerie Karplus. “Political strategies for climate and environ-
mental solutions” Nature Sustainability, 2023.

• Dubash, Navroz K., et al. ”National climate institutions complement targets and
policies.” Science, 2021.

• Dubash, Navroz K. ”Rebalance attention from global target setting toward national
climate politics and policy.” Science, 2023.

4.2 Confronting Pollution and Climate Change II (#20 Thursday, April
4)

The previous class examined the problem of climate change and the environment at a global and
international level. But how should poor countries balance development and the environment?

• Reshmaan Hussam, Sophus A. Reinert and Namrata Arora.⋆ “Bangladesh: Into
the Maelstrom” HBS Case, 2022.

• Jaschik, Kevin. ”Small States and International Politics: Climate Change, the Mal-
dives and Tuvalu.”⋆ International Politics, 2014.

• Gupta, Aashish; Spears, Dean. ”Health Externalities of India’s Expansion of Coal
Plants: Evidence from a National Panel of 40,000 Households.” Journal of Environ-
mental Economics and Management, vol. 86, November 2017, pp. 262-276.

• Singh, Shikhar; Thachil, Tariq. ”Why Citizens Don’t Hold Politicians Accountable
for Air Pollution.” OSF Preprints, August 2023.

• Gulzar, Saad; Lal, Apoorva; Pasquale, Benjamin. ”Representation and Forest Con-
servation: Evidence from India’s Scheduled Areas.” American Political Science Re-
view, 2023.

• Jack, B. Kelsey; Jayachandran, Seema; Kala, Namrata; Pande, Rohini. ”Money
(Not) to Burn: Payments for Ecosystem Services to Reduce Crop Residue Burning.”
NBER Working Paper No. 30690, November 2022.

• Krupoff, Matthew; Mobarak, Ahmed Mushfiq; van Geen, Alexander. ”Evaluat-
ing Strategies to Reduce Arsenic Poisoning in South Asia: A View from the Social
Sciences.” Asian Development Review, vol. 37, no. 2, 2020, pp. 21-44.

• Debaere, Peter. ”Q&A with Mushfiq Mobarak on the Elite Capture of Deep Wells
and the Challenge of Fighting Arsenic in Groundwater.” UVA Darden Global Water
Blog, 15 January 2020.
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4.3 International Trade and Ratification Politics (#21 Wednesday, April
10)

International trade is a domain of economic policy-making that is deeply political. Trade creates
winners and losers and is subject to broader geopolitical considerations. We analyze the economic
and political dilemmas facing Malaysia in its decision to join the CPTPP using the analytical
frameworks developed in previous classes.

• Gaikwad, Nikhar, Kenneth Scheve and Elizabeth van Lieshout.⋆ “Ratification Pol-
itics and Preferential Trade Agreements: Malaysia and the CPTPP,” 2019.

• Hiscox, Michael J.⋆ “Class Versus Industry Cleavages: Inter-Industry Factor Mobil-
ity and the Politics of Trade” International Organization, 2001.

• Keohane, Robert O. After Hegemony: Cooperation and Discord in the World Political
Economy, 1984, Chapters 3 and 4.

4.4 Trade Policy and Industrial Policy in Nigeria’s Dairy Sector (#22
Thursday, April 11)

In many developing countries, structural transformation began in agriculture. Should Nigeria
advance its dairy industry through industrial and trade policy?

• Rithmire, Meg and Debora L. Spar.⋆ “ALDDN: Advancing Local Dairy Develop-
ment in Nigeria,” HBS Case, 2021.

4.5 The Politics of Foreign Aid (#23 Wednesday, April 17)

In this class, we examine the politics of foreign aid. Should foreign aid be understood as a relatively
programmatic effort to foster growth and development? Or is it a more political process that entails
the exchange of influence for money?

• Dreher, Axel, Jan-Egbert Sturm, and James R. Vreeland.⋆ “Global Horse Trading:
IMF loans for votes in the United Nations Security Council” European Economic Re-
view, 2009.

• Kuziemko, Ilyana and Eric Werker.⋆ “How Much is a Seat on the Security Council
Worth? Foreign Aid and Bribery at the United Nations” Journal of Political Economy,
2006.

• Nunn, Nathan, and Nancy Qian. ”US food aid and civil conflict.” American Eco-
nomic Review, 2014.

• Pratt, Tyler. “Angling for Influence: Institutional Proliferation in Development
Banking.” International Studies Quarterly, 2021.

• Nair, Gautam. “Misperceptions of Relative Affluence and Support for International
Redistribution.” Journal of Politics, 2018.
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4.6 China’s Belt and Road Initiative and the Dilemmas of Small States
(#24 Thursday, April 18)

• Dreher, Axel, Jan-Egbert Sturm, and James R. Vreeland.⋆ “Chinese Infrastructure
Investments in Sri Lanka: A Pearl or a Teardrop on the Belt and Road?” HBS Case,
2022.

• Mueller, Joris. “China’s Foreign Aid: Political Determinants and Economic Effects.”
Working Paper, 2021.

• Lim, Darren J., and Mukherjee, Rohan. “Hedging in South Asia: Balancing Eco-
nomic and Security Interests Amid Sino-Indian Competition.”

5 Politics and Policymaking

5.1 Policymaking: A Field Guide (#25 Wednesday, April 24)

This week we read a book by two economists who have deep experience in the belly of the policy-
making beast. In the not too distant future, you may have something like their job(s) advising
governments on policy. They offer a practical framework for doing context-appropriate policy in
developing countries that we discuss and evaluate.

• Kelkar, Vijay and Shah, Ajay.⋆ In Service of the Republic: The Art and Science of Eco-
nomic Policy. Penguin Allen Lane, 2019.

5.2 Summary: Politics, Policy, and Development (#26 Thursday, April
25)

We discuss the ten big ideas that I want you to take away from this course.

• Fukuyama, Francis.⋆ Political Order and Political Decay 2014, Chapter 35 and 36.
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